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Krazy Asian Cheese Balls isn’ t just
amix—it’ s a state of mind. These
S

classic tracks span the world’
largest continent and truly lean
toward the slightly off-kilter and
into the full-blown wacky. Most are
! from either China or Japan, as the
fltraditional and current pillars of
East Asia. Other countries as In-
dia, Korea make cameos supported by
some whose state origins refuse to
be pinpointed (partially due to lack
of research/language skills) but
seem to be SE Asian and with ele-
ments of Oceania. Some have already
made appearances on DJ Poseur’ s
Novelty compilations, but most are
freshly aged for mass consumption.
As you listen, please consider
whether the cheesier nature of Asian
music, as all of these pretend mar-
ginally to be pop songs, is due to
an aesthetic of cheese, a technology
gap, or an intentional preference
for happy simple songs supported

by a likely lack of formal musical
training.




Some interpretive help with individual tracks and bands:

3’ s band name is not accurate, but the cd lists no performing artist. The
front liner actually reads “fong” , and all the tracks are casio versions of
revolutionary songs. This one sings proudly of being a common soldier out to
crush the Japanese devils. Were it not so cheery, it probably wouldn’ t get
along with the other songs, thematically.

4’ s title in English is “A Cricket” . 8" s liner notes with the song names
are written in traditional characters | can’ t seem to find in my diction—
ary, but | always remembered this song by its chorus “IKIFR[1S” , which means

“1” m in pretty bad shape” or “I1’ m really miserable” . 10’ s English title
is “Foul-smelling Man” . 11’ s English title is “Monkey” . 14’ s English
title is “We Passed the Director” . 16° s Korean letters only work for the

band name, apparently. 17 s title, translated roughly, might be “Curious
Business of the Gods” , but that’ s a dictionary stab in the dark.

The photos are from Mugling, Nepal, a roadside town between Kathmandu and
Pokhara.




